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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may t>e available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later tiian three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 April 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Prosecution Application 



1 . The request filed on 02/06/04 for a Request For Continued Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/559171 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. Claims 1 . 2-5, 7-11,1 3-21 , 23-25, 27-30 are pending in this application and 
claims 31-32 are newly added claims. Claims 1 , 2-5, 7-1 1 , 13-21 , 23-25, 27-30 and 31- 
32 are presented for examination. 



3. Applicant's arguments filed 02/06/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues, "there is nothing in Maier or Green, either separately or in 
concert, which suggests conditionally creating an audit records based on the values of 
fields contained within rows such that audit records do not exist unless a query meets a 
given set of conditions." 

The examiner respectfully disagrees with the above argument because first of all 
the claim recited "auditing condition specifies a condition based on a value of a field in a 
row in the relational database" is not the same limitation that the applicant referring to. 
Secondly, as suggested by Maier, the application access the data based on the values 
of the columns wherein the create index procedure can be used to create an efficient 
altemate access path to the database table by ordering data according to the values in 



Response to Arguments 
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any specified set of columns (col. 5, lines 18-28). This is equivalent to the functionality 
of the claim of the instance application. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-5. 7-11,1 3-1 5. 17-21. 23-25 and 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Maieretal. (US. Patent No. 5.625.185). 

Regarding on claims 1.11 and 21 . Maier teaches a method for selectively 
auditing accesses to a relational database system, comprising: 

receiving a query from a client at a database server that processes queries for 
the relational database system (col. 3, lines 65-66); 

automatically modifying the query prior to processing the query, so that 
processing the query causes an audit record to be created and recorded for rows in 
relational tables that are accessed by the query and that satisfy an auditing condition 
(col. 4. lines 10-12); 

processing the query at the database server to produce a query result (co. 4, 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



lines 7-10); 



• 
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creating the audit record only for rows in relational tables that are actually 
accessed by the query and that satisfy the auditing condition: 

recording the audit record in an audit record table store (col. 4. lines 10-12); and 

returning the query result to the client (col. 6, lines 35-39). 

Maier does not explicitly teach the auditing condition specifies a condition based 
on a value of a field in a row in the relational database. However, Maier suggests "it is 
often the case that an application program needs to access a database table in 
accordance with a set of column values, at least some of which are not included in the 
primary index. When that is the case, a Create Index procedure can be sued to create 
an efficient alternate access path to the database table by ordering data according to 
the values in any specified set of columns. That ordering is represented by an 
"Alternate Index," which is typically implemented as a separate data structure from the 
associated database table." (page 5, lines 18-28). This the database application access 
to audit the data based on the column values. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to one ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to modify accessing the data records 
based on the values of the column values as taught in Maier in order to allow the data in 
the row to be edited according to the condition is set by the requester. 

Regarding on claims 3, 13, and 23, Maier teaches the auditing condition is 
associated with a table in the relational database system (col. 5, lines 18-27). 

Regarding on claims 4, 14 and 24, Maier teaches the auditing condition includes 
a plurality of auditing conditions (col. 8, lines 24-28). 
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Regarding o claims 5, 15 and 25, Maier teaches the auditing record includes: 

a user name for a user making the query (col. 6, line 4); 

a time stamp specifying a time of the query (col. 6, lines 1-4); and 

a text of the query (col. 6, lines 15-18). 

Regarding on claims 7, 17 and 27, Maier teaches auditing is enabled on a table 
by table basic (col. 5, lines 63-60). 

Regarding on claims 8, 18 and 28, Maier teaches auditing record is created while 
the query result is generated (col. 6, lines 8-18). 

Regarding on claims 9, 19 and 29, Maier teaches the auditing record is created 
after the query result is generated (col. 6, lines 18-30). 

Regarding on claims 10, 20 and 30, Maier teaches the auditing condition 
includes a condition for a field within the relational database system (col. 6, lines 18-30). 

Regarding on claims 31-33, Maier teaches creating the audit record include: 

determining if auditing is enabled (col. 8, lines 35-40); and 

creating the audit record only if auditing is enable (col. 8, lines 35-40); 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1 949 or via e-mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM -4:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at (703) 305-9790. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarl<s 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 



Baoquoc N. To 
April 15, 2004 




